BACKGROUND   TO   HISTORY
Moslem influence. Independent Emirates sprang up in both Syria
and in Egypt. Southern Syria became a perquisite of the Fatimid
dynasty of Egypt, while the northern part became a stamping ground
of the Emirs of Seljuq and, gradually but inevitably, the loosely
federated great Moslem Empire disintegrated.
It was against this extraordinary canvas that the Ommayyad
Emirate in the Peninsula functioned. It succeeded Moslem rule by
governors, none of whom was able to enforce anything remotely
approaching a continuity in administrative policy. Under the
Ommayyads a separate Moslem State was certainly created in the
Peninsula, but great forces were continually gathering against it :
an atmosphere of rebellion and strife, underground resistance,
economic chaos, religious intrigue, active interference from rivalling
Abbasid Moslems in North Africa, attacks from France and deep
and ever-lengthening penetrating " re-conquest" raids from the
northern pocket of Christianity. Raiding Northmen who attacked
the Peninsula by sea added to the mounting tension. Only with the
help of standing armies of mercenaries, Lombards, Franks, Russians
and their like, was it possible for the Emirate to maintain its hold
on the Peninsula.
The invasion lasted three years. The first " commando " raid
was carried out in July, A.D. 710. It was an operation by 400 foot-
soldiers and 100 horsemen. It was brilliantly successful. In the
following year stronger forces were ferried across the Strait in four
ships. Gibraltar was taken and a town nearby occupied. The
Visigoths hurried south from a campaign in the Basque country
and met the combined Arab and Berber force on the road to Cor-
dova. The Visigoth leader was defeated and killed and his army
either dispersed or was destroyed. The road to Cordova lay wide
open. Some 20,000 Moslems were then landed in an all-out
assault. They captured Cordova and through regional governors
began the task of subduing the Peninsula.
There were seven Emirs of Cordova of note. The first of them,
Abdulrahman, built a number of mosques in Lusitania for Egyptian
and Berber settlers and he inspired the great mosque at Cordova.
He died in A.D. 787 and was succeeded by one of Ms sons, Hisham.
The latter's reign, which was marked by a rebellion fomented by
his two brothers, was distinguished by the first organised attempt
to subdue the Asturias. He also carried out successfol long-distance
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